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EEB Seminar: Let’s get involved

Co-organised with EEB’s Romanian members 
Focus Eco Center and CCEG

Sinaia, 5-6 May 2009
Meeting report

EEB gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the Commission of the European Communities, the Dutch Ministry of Housing Spatial Planning and the Environment and the French Ministry for Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and Spatial Planning.
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EEB Seminar: Let’s get involved
Organizers in Romania: Focus Eco Center, CCEG

· EU Environmental Law – the Legislative Process and Capacity Building for NGOs
· EU Parliament Elections in June 
· The work of the EEB EU policy agenda: Water management issues
Sinaia, 5-6 May 2009
Place of venue: Hotel Sinaia, Bd. Carol 1, No. 8, Tel: + (40) 244-302900

Conference language English 
Programme
Tuesday 5th May
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Lunch buffet/Registration
1st session: 


Chairman: Zoltan Hajdu

2.00 – 2.45 pm

The European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
· Who we are and how we work

· The EU decision making process

· Where, when and how we try to get involved




By Regina Schneider, EEB, Head of Communications





Questions

2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
European Parliament Elections





Speakers: 





-RO/ EU Parliamentarians





Presentation of the Green 10 Election Manifesto





“Environment at the Heart of Europe – an environmental 



roadmap for 2009-2014 – The Role of the EP”




- Regina Schneider (EEB, Head of Communications)
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Coffee break

4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Discussion with MEPs 




Moderator: Petruţa Moisi 
6.30



End of Day 1
7.00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m.
Dinner 
Wednesday 6th May
2nd session


Chairman: Petruta Moisi
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Overview of EEB working group activities
Speaker: Regina Schneider (EEB, Head of Communications) 
Questions

9:30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.
Water management, implementation of the WFD 

Speaker: Pieter de Pous, EEB, EU Policy Officer for water, biodiversity and soil 
 




10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Coffee break
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m 
Advocacy tools 

How can we make our message heard?
How can we convince decision makers?
Pieter de Pous, EEB, EU Policy Officer for water, biodiversity and soil 

12:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Implementation of the WFD in Romania, NGO 




perspective

Speaker: Zoltan Hajdu: “Public participation in the elaboration of the River Basin Management Plans”  
12:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.       Lunch 
3rd session


Chairman: Zoltan Hajdu
2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Exercise, how does it look (sound) in practice ?




Use the advocacy tools for better implementation of the WFD

Moderator: Pieter de Pous, EEB, EU Policy Officer for water, biodiversity and soil 

2.45 p.m - 3.30 p.m.
WFD: Implementation in Danube River Basin 

Speaker: Petruta Moisi:  “Public participation in the Danube River Basin- DEF* perspective: successes and failures (DEF stands for Danube Environmental Forum)
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Coffee break

4.00 p.m. - 4.45 p.m.
Management Plans- the stage of the implementation in Romania, problems


Speaker: Florin Moldovan, Water Authority, Head of the RBMP Office, Mures Water Directorate
4:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
Question and answer session

4th session


Chairman: Petruta Moisi 
5:30p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
NGO Strategy for future cooperation





Discussion
6.30 



Closing of the meeting

7.00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Dinner 
Summary Report 

“Let’s get involved”- NGO Capacity Building Workshop, 

Sinaia, 5-6 May 2009

EEB, ECCG and Focus Eco Center jointly organised the ‘NGO Capacity Building Workshop “Let’s get involved”, at Sinaia, a mountain region in Romania, with funds provided through the Brussels-based federation of environmental organisations, European Environmental Bureau (EEB).
The aim of the jointly organised workshop was to assist and help the Romanian environmental NGOs to get a better understanding of important environmental issues and of the EU institutions, how they work and where citizens and their organisations can play an active role in order to encourage them to engage in dialogues with their officials and candidates before the 2009 EU elections. 

The September 2008 joint document from the GREEN 10 “ENVIRONMENT AT THE HEART OF EUROPE”, an environmental roadmap for 2009-2014 with focus on THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMNT, had been previously disseminated among the NGO community to provide it guidance and support.

Improving NGOs’ better understanding of the issues on the agenda was expected to motivate them to get more involved in EU policies and, at short term in particular, in the run-up to the 2009 European Parliamentary Elections. During the 2-days discussions it became obvious however that strengthening the Romanian NGOs’ capacity in order to facilitate their involvement in important environmental policy issues requires not only updated information but also better operational networking, multi-stakeholder cooperation and proper funding. 

The reasons to organise the workshop in Romania were, among others:

· Upcoming EP elections in June, motivate organisation and involvement in debates in Romania, 

· Environmental NGOs’ poor experience in communication both with the larger public and the MEP candidates on environmental matters,  

· Both Romanian partners of EEB, Focus Eco Center (Tg. Mures), and Centrul de Consultanta Ecologica Galati (ECCG) had already been EEB member organisations for several years and wished to strengthen further the links and cooperation between EEB and Romanian NGOs
· A main objective of the ECCG within 2009 was to secure transfer of knowledge from the international and European NGOs, such as the EEB, to national and regional levels in order to get cooperation between governmental, political and NGO sectors significantly improved.

The workshop was attended by representatives of 21 NGOs and a few decision makers, (see attached list, Annex 1). Apart from the focus on how to improve cooperation with decision makers in the preparation phase for the European Parliament election, one of the other main issues discussed at the workshop was the implementation process of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). The participants first heard a general presentation on water management and the implementation of the WFD. It was followed by several presentations giving different aspects of the implementation process from the perspective of Romanian NGOs, looking at “Public participation in the elaboration of the River Basin Management Plans” and “Implementation in the Danube River Basin and Public participation in the Danube River Basin-Danube Environmental Forum - successes and failures”. And at the end they were given the view from a representative of a water authority on “Management Plans- the stage of the implementation in Romania, problems”. The presentations looking at the WFD implementation from different angles were followed by lively discussions.

The first day, chaired by Zoltan Hajdu, Focus Eco Center representative, started with a Presentation of the EEB, its structure, its objectives and how it organises the cooperation with its member in order to get them involved in EEB work, presented by Regina Schneider (EEB, Head of Communications). After a short discussion, Regina Schneider held another presentation on ‘European Parliament Elections’ with a focus on the Green 10 Election Manifesto (circulated prior to the meeting). The following discussion was with the participation of a few representatives of political parties, mainly from PNL (National Liberal Party). At the end of the day a group of NGOs drafted the letter to their MEP candidates, presented for approval to the participants at the second day and sent after the workshop. 
The second day continued with a presentation by Regina Schneider on EEB Working Groups, the activities covered, their double purpose (training for members and elaboration of EEB positions in co-operation with EEB members), encouraging Romanian NGOs to participate more actively in order to contribute to the formulation of EEB positions and get first-hand information for better organisation of their work at national level. The participants received a briefing on the work of the Waste working group including some more information on the situation in Romania (attached). 

The following presentation was by Pieter de Pous (EEB, EU Policy Officer for water, biodiversity and soil) about ‘Water management, implementation of the WFD’. He focused on the advocacy tools, mainly, on: How can we make our message heard, and how can we convince decision makers.

As for Romania, Zoltan Hajdu, (representative of Focus Eco Center), presented the paper “Public participation in the elaboration of the River Basin Management Plans” closely linked with the   implementation of the WFD in Romania from an NGO perspective
The afternoon session, chaired by Zoltan Hajdu, continued with a practical exercise about how to use advocacy tools for better implementation of the WFD, introduced by Pieter de Pous, followed by a role play with active participation of the participants.
Within the issue of the WFD Implementation in Danube River Basin (DRB), Petruta Moisi presented   ‘Successes and Failures within the process of public participation’ from the perspective of an NGO network - Danube Environmental Forum (DEF*)

*ECCG is National Focal Point for DEF and in charge with the public participation issue in the DRB

Two more papers were presented:

“Management Plans- the stage of the implementation in Romania, problems” held by a governmental representative, Florin Moldovan, Water Authority, Head of the River Basin Management Office, Mures Water Directorate. The presentation generated intense discussions and many questions were asked by participants from other river basins.

The last session was chaired by Petruta Moisi and was focused on “The NGO Strategy for future Cooperation” and was characterised by lively discussions.

The day was wrapped up and dinner was provided.

CONCLUSIONS and OUTPUTS:

The pressure built on the EP election issue by the ECCG, Focus Eco Center as early as March 2009, and the NGO Community was better informed about what was happening in Romania.

Several web pages were recommended to be accessed, such as 

http://www.alegeri.tv/alegeri-europarlamentare-2009, and

 www.crpe.ro, the last one developed by the Romanian Center for European Policies the main question being: ‘what are our expectations from the to-be Romanian MEPs’.

The workshop participants were concerned about:

· The lack of clarity of the WFD implementation process locally, with people drowning in it, especially the objective setting being highly problematic.

· Some positive developments on space for rivers / hypo pressures are reported, but less on water saving.

· Positive developments on water pricing but still far from being effective.

· Positive developments on information provision, but far from publicly owned water management

· Vision is lacking as soon as climate adaptation emerged as an issue

· Environmental NGOs should get more actively involved in the drafting process of the River Basin Management Plans, the final ones to be published by December 22.

As for EEB, priorities were on 

· Public launch of the ‘premier league’ of rivers on May 25 including naming and shaming.

· Until June 22 time to campaign on the draft plans.

· Will continue to push for implementation of the plans and prepare for the next round of river basin plans (keep the EP involved in this).

· Upcoming issues: water scarcity and drought (building and product standards) and climate change adaptation (start to tackle spatial planning).

· Strengthening cooperation with Romanian NGOs

Outputs: 

· An environmental 10 Issue-Questionnaire was finalised by the workshop participants, adapted and translated into Romanian by ECCG on the model one developed at the EU MS level  and which was being used by NGOs within the EU zone.

· The questionnaire was distributed individually to the Romanian candidates for the European Parliament elections, the main focus being laid equally on the environmental priorities within the EU and Romania, as well. 

· The EP candidates’ answers had to be publicly available online

· The questionnaire was made available to the larger public as well. 

Thus, the environmental NGOs could raise specific concerns and bring attention upon a broader audience regarding the poor knowledge of several of the Romanian candidates concerning the environmental policy at the EU level.

· An ‘Open Letter’ signed by the workshop participants and entitled “European Parliament Members, NGOs and Our Future….” was distributed to all the political parties’ representatives and to the governmental ministers (Annex 2). 

Failure: Because of the time shortage and manpower, there was not enough pressure put on the EP candidates, and their feedback was rather poor, unfortunately.  

After the September session, those elected as MEPs were distributed the ‘Open Letter’ and, funding available, a promise was made to maintain a survey at the European level of Romania’s EP Members, thanks to cooperation with EEB. 

On an larger European level, interest in EU level work increased, ECCG participated at several of the most important events as member of the European Environmental Bureau (EEB); such was the ‘NGO Summit’ organised on September in Brussels by the ‘Spring Alliance Coalition (in partnership with the European Economic and Social Committee and EEB) regarding the MANIFESTO- “ Putting People and Planet first’ document within the EU leadership for a social and green strategy post 2010”, a document to raise awareness of the world leaders of the civil society’s concerns in the preparation of the Copenhagen Climate Summit and not only. 

More: The issue of environmental priorities was raised again in November 2009, during the NGOs’ Forum “Orizont 2020” held at Sibiu, in Romania. 

An output of the Forum was the decision to create the “NGOs’ Coalition for Environment, Romania”, and a water working group was organised to be led by ECCG.

The aim was to boost the NGOs’ involvement into the next phase of the RBMPs implementation process.

Galati, prof. Petruta Moisi, president of ECCG/CCEG.

EEB and its Romanian Partners gratefully acknowledge the financial support from the Commission of the European Communities, the Dutch Ministry of Housing Spatial Planning and the Environment and the French Ministry for Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and Spatial Planning.

Waste Briefing:
Waste Policy at the heart of resource management

Each year in the European Union alone, we throw away 1.3 billion tonnes of waste and waste generation keeps increasing. By 2020, the OECD estimates, we could be generating 45% more waste than we did in 1995. 

Waste is therefore a growing problem for European countries and especially for Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries which have experienced a fast transition to a consumption society and need to invest in waste management infrastructures to comply with EU waste legislation.

Growing amounts of waste is not only expensive for public authorities, but the inadequate treatment of waste can create serious risk to health and the environment. It is therefore crucial for all actors involved to give high priority to waste prevention (reducing the amount of waste and their hazardousness).

In our consumption society, waste management is also a key aspect of natural resource management. With the scarcity of resources increasingly reflected in the price of raw materials, ensuring that as much waste as possible is recycled and kept into a “material loop” is also crucial for countries.

EEB's Waste Working Group

The waste working group is formed by the EEB, its members and several dedicated experts in the field who support our objectives. Every year the group meets two times for a working group meeting or a conference in Brussels or other places in the European Union. During the year we communicate closely using the working group’s email list, through phone calls as well as bilateral meetings. Additionally, the EEB sends out a newsletter (“Waste Spotlight”) every two weeks to keep its members updated on recent developments on EU-level and to inform about its campaign activities.

In the group we share information, discuss political and technical problems and coordinate our efforts. Members can demand the EEB to get more active on some issues as well as the EEB tells their member where it would need support. Through the input of the members all around Europe the EEB gets a more complete picture of implementation problems, of examples of best practice and of areas where it should be proactive and call for legislation.

Get active!

For Romanian waste management this is a crucial time. Today, nearly all of municipal waste collected in Romania ends up in landfills. As the country has to comply with EU legislation the entire waste management system will change. It is absolutely crucial that NGOs on national level are involved in this processes in order to ensure that the right decisions are taken.

Poland had a similar initial position when it entered into the European Union as Romania. Waste management infrastructure was mainly reduced to landfills. Today, Poland plans to use EU cohesion funds to construct twelve (!) municipal waste incinerators in its major cities. Once these incinerators are built they need to be feed every day with sufficient waste – this would block other and more sustainable options of waste management.

The polish experience illustrates how it is to tackle and fight such developments as early as possible. Once incinerators are built and this unsustainable path of waste management is taken it will be very difficult to follow other solutions in the next decades.
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Current issues where the EEB is involved

· Implementation of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD)

In December 2008 the new version of the WFD entered into force. An analysis of the directive with recommendations for national NGOss was recently published by the EEB. 


· Revision of the WEEE Directive

As markets for electrical and electronic equipment (EEE = TV’s, mobile phones, computer, lamps, household equipment, etc.) are growing increasingly fast, the arising waste is getting an ever greater challenge for the environment and human health. EEE contain hazardous substances and require separate collection and special treatment. Proper recycling and re-use of these products not only avoids that hazardous substances pollute the environment and harm human health. It also helps to safe precious and scarce resources and drive regional economies.
The WEEE Directive tackles these issues as it sets targets for collection and recycling. Importantly, the directive is guided by the Individual Producer Responsibility Principle (IPR). The directive requires producers to be financially responsible for the end-of-life costs of their own products. Through this cost-internalisation producers are incentevised to change the design of their products so that they are easier to recycle.
The directive is now under revision and the EEB is intensively involved in the decision making process. One the one hand we try to strengthen the regulation and on the other hand we try to protect the existing and positive provisions of the directive. 

What can EEB members do?

· The implementation of the WEEE Directive in the Member States, especially of the IPR principle, was far from satisfactory. National NGOs can provide useful input on implementation deficits or examples of best practice in their country or region. With precise information about national experiences the EEB can strengthen its position.

· As the directive is now under revision, members should lobby/pressure their governments to take a favourable position in the Council.

· Given that European elections are upcoming and that the European Parliament will work on the revision in autumn, national NGOs should try to influence Members of the European Parliament at an early stage.

· Biowaste – Will we get a Directive?

The idea of a separate European directive on biowaste is currently debated in all EU institutions. The EEB works together with other stakeholders (for example the composting industry) to pressure the Commission and the Council to propose a directive that:

· Establishes the guiding principle that biowaste should not be landfilled or Incinerated

· Promotes home composting as a locally-based waste prevention measure

· Promotes separate collection of biowaste and biological treatment of biowaste through a combination of anaerobic digestion and composting wherever possible

· Establishes binding targets in the form of minimised organic content in residual waste before further treatment (kg/person/year) with a view to drive both prevention and separate collection

· Defines consistent limit values for high-quality composted materials to be considered as products, establishing separate collection as a prerequisite.
What can EEB members do?

· Inform the public and politicians about the benefits of composting and separate collection of biowaste (such as: recovery of organic matter, tackle climate change, economical benefits, etc.)

· Provide the EEB with information on current practices and policies in Romania.
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Europarlamantarii, ONG-urile si viitorul nostru: de ce suntem capabili?

Viitorul nostru, ca europeni, depinde si capacitatea europarlamentarilor pe care ii vom alege. Oare de ce sunt ei capabili? Cat de bine inteleg ei relatia dintre bunastarea oamenilor, sanatatea ecosistemelor, disponibilitatea resurselor naturale, dar si politicile europene care reglementeaza procesele economico- sociale? Exista acum o mare ocazie de a vedea ce raspunsuri pot dumnealor sa ofere la cele mai stringente probleme ale civilizatiei noastre: problematica de mediu de care depinde viitorul nostru. 

Scrisoare deschisă adresata candidaţilor la alegerile europarlamentare din Romania 2009 de catre ONG-urile de mediu

Noi, reprezentanţii ONG-urilor de mediu,

Focus Eco Centre Tg. Mures, Centrul de Consultanta Ecologica Galati, UNESCO Pro Natura, Clubul de Cicloturism “Napoca”, Eco Sud-Vest; Terra Mileniul III, WWF-Danube Carpathian Programme (DCP), Sighisoara Durabila; Reteaua de Actiune pentru Clima Romania, Mare Nostrum, Universitatea Babes-Bolay, GEC Bucovina, Floarea Reginei,  Fundatia CJD DOMUS Cristuru Secuiesc,  Parteneriatul Global pentru Apa Romania (GWP) si GWP CEE (Central and Eastern Europe), 

întruniţi la seminarul “Let’s Get Involved/SA NE IMPLICAM” organizat de Biroul European de Mediu, Bruxelles (EEB), în colaborare cu organizaţiile membre din România Focus Eco Center din Tg. Mureş şi Centrul de Consultanţă Ecologică din Galaţi, la Sinaia în 5-6 mai 2009,

fiind interesaţi de politicile de mediu cu relevanţa UE pentru următorii cinci ani şi de implicarea Parlamentului European pe aceste teme, 

dorind să asigurăm viitorii europarlamentari de sprijinul sectorului neguvernamental de mediu din România in dezbaterilor problemelor de mediu în Parlamentul European,  vrem sa aflăm opinia candidaţilor privind unele dintre problemele de mediu de actualitate pentru a informa electoratul despre atenţia pe care viitorii europarlamentari o acordă rezolvării acestor probleme. de mediu.   În acest sens, s-a întocmit chestionarul ataşat care a fost distribuit, prin organizaţiile membre ale EEB, candidaţilor la europarlamentare din Europa. 

Vă rugăm să transmiteţi răspunsurile la întrebările incluse în chestionar până la data de 30 mai 2009, pentru a putea fi făcute publice cu ocazia Zilei Mondiale a Mediului 5 iunie.

Sinaia 6 mai, 2009
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